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9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜ

Cde. Lebogang Moremedi: YCLSA Provincial
Secretary

Freedomis a permanentdispute. It is an idealnever
achieved. It is a trans- gressionagainstwhich there
are alwaysvigilanteson guard. It is a strugglethat
everycitizenwith a conscienceneedsto be part of.
It is an idea whose excessivedistribution frightens
men in power, whether in a democracy or
dictatorship, no matter. It puts man against God,
and an argumentover it is seldomsettled evenin a
war. It is power,paranoia,fear, caution,subjugation,
chaosΧit all dependson how you make use of it.
Freedomisaboutbeingalive.

June2018will mark42 yearssincethe historic1976
youth uprisings in South Africa. The so-called
Soweto uprisings (they started in Soweto, but
quickly spreadnationwide) had been precededby
the 1973 Durban worker strikes and the re-
emergenceof progressivetrade unions. From 1976
andall the waydown to the early1990s,waveupon
waveof semi-insurrectionarystruggles,often led by
the youth, constituted the key pillar of the national
liberation struggle against the apartheid regime.
And now, in 2018, 42 years on, and some two
decadesbeyondthe 1994democraticbreakthrough,
there isa new18 to 35year-old youthgeneration,
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constituting over one-third of South!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎtotal
population. Theseare amongstthe majority of the
votersin SouthAfricawhomstayunregistered.

In conventionaleconomicthinking,havingaάȅƻǳǘƘ
ōǳƭƎŜέΣthat is, large numbers of potentially
productiveworkers relative to ageingdependents,
is consideredto be an asset. Sadly,this is not the
case locally given the exceedinglyhigh levels of
youth not in educationor training,andnot in work.
Yet, this are the same huge numbers that must
vote.

We shouldall go out andmobiliseyoungpeopleto
register to vote becauseelection results have a
double meaning, relating both to institutional
configurationsaswell asnorms. On the one hand,
they determine who forms government and the
power balancein general. Basedon the results,a
new governmentmay be formed; political parties
either gain or lose seatsin the legislatures; some
may even disappearaltogether; and new entrants
may emerge. On the other hand, the numbers
themselves provide a deeper insight into the
salienceof the ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎfoundational values,the
vibrancyof its institutionsandthe senseof identity
of the citizenry.

Thenormativeimplication is more critical than the
institutional form. Norms are a critical source in
prefiguringthe form, one is primary and the other
secondary. Forthis reason,it is crucialthat analysis
not only pays attention to the results but also
strives to discerntheir meaningin relation to the
natureandspirit of our democracy.

In this issue,we givean accountof the work of the
YCLSAreaching out to young people through
programme implementation and mobilization for
voter registration,JoeSlovoRightto LearnandBDS
Campaign. The movement has experienced a
number of losesduring the period under review,
we therefore pay tribute to the fallen Comradesin
this issue,Maytheir SoulRestin Peace.

LETSREADANDPASSONMACOM!!!



CdeSlovo,like a true communist,spent all his life
fighting in all terrains of struggle to advancethe
national liberation struggle and for the
reconstruction of our country after 1994. One
lessonwe must learn from this that communists
mustbe in all terrainsof struggle!

In the leadup to the SecondWorld War,CdeSlovo,
aspart of the then CPSAand the YCL,waspart of
the anti-fascistmovementin our country. Not only
that, but when the Communist Party in our
country, and the entire international communist
movement, decided to directly participate in the
war in the early 1940s after Hitler attacked the
Soviet Union, Cde Slovowent and served in the
war aspart of the Alliedforces.

Whenthe ANCand the entire Congressmovement,
embarked on mass action and the Defiance
Campaign in the 1950s, Cde Slovo was in the
trenches,buildingon the verysuccessfulmasswork
of the CommunistPartyin the 1940s,massactivism
that producedcommunistheroeslike DoraTamana.

When our movement decided to embark on the
armed struggle in 1961, by the way a decisionof
both the ANCand the SACP,Cde Joe Slovo - like
Chris Hani and many other communists - was
amongstthe first not only to join, but to plan and
recruit for MK.

In 1990, when our movement took a decision to
enter into negotiationswith the apartheid regime,
Cde JSbecameone of the leading negotiators in
both the Codesa and the early stages of the
ConstitutionalAssemblynegotiations.

After the democraticbreakthroughof 1994, CdeJS-
then the National Chairpersonof the SACPand a
memberof the ANCNationalExecutiveCommittee-
joined parliamentand becamethe first Minister of
Housingin a democraticSouthAfrica.

Thereare a numberof lessonswe needto learnout
of this. Firstly, that communists must be in all
terrains of struggle, just as the SACPtoday is
pursuingits strategicand programmaticobjectives
throughbuildingworkingclasspower in all keysites
of power, both within and outside the state. The
secondlessonis that whilst participating in all key
sitesof power we mustalwayskeepour eyeson the
ball. This means that we must at all times
understand the strategic and tactical priorities of
our movement in each and all key terrains of
struggle. Thisis the differencebetweenbeing in all
terrains of struggle and being all over the place!
Beingall over the placeis like shootingin the dark,
hoping that you will find your target, usually
characterizedby the lack of appreciation of the
strategic and tactical priorities of our movement.
Being all over the place is to confuse the radical
soundingnoisesof populistsand demagogueswith
the interests of the workers and the poor of our
country!
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country!

What does the above mean in the current
conditions?For instanceit meansthat being in an
alliancedoesnot meansacrificingthe independent
identity of our Party, just as retaining the identity
of our Party,doesnot meanoneshouldandcannot
enter into alliances. In fact it is independentparties
that enter into alliances!

CdeSlovowasa memberand a leaderof both the
ANC and the SACP. He was an exemplar par
excellence of the revolutionary notion of dual
membership. In fact ΨŘǳŀƭƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΩis a
revolutionary innovation of the South African
CommunistPartyin the SouthAfricanconditions. It
simply meansgood communistsmust also be in
the ANCand, if they are employedworkers, they
must alsobe in COSATUas well. Beingin the ANC
doesnot diminishyour role asa communist!That

is why the (neo) liberals, the ultra-left and
demagoguesall equally attack the notion of dual
membership, because their aim is to break our
Alliance,andparticularlyisolatethe communists,as
part of anattempt to defeatthe nationaldemocratic
revolution. Letusbe like JoeSlovoandserveall our
Alliance formations with distinction. In fact dual
membership is the very condition for effective
communistparticipationin all terrainsof struggle!

Celebratingthe life, strugglesand sacrificesof Joe
Slovoalso meansworking even harder to preserve
and strengthen our Alliance. Despite the many
challenges, difficulties and, sometimes, serious
tensions within our Alliance, communists must
never make the mistake of losing faith in, and
abandon the task of, strengthening our Alliance.
Evenin the past when we were provoked to walk
out of the Alliance,asthe SACPwe neverstopped
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seekingto work with the ANCand fully supportingit
in the elections,becausewe alwayshavea broader
picture of the revolutionarytasksof our Allianceand
the continuednecessityof its existenceandunity.

As schoolsre-opens, the South African Communist
Party (SACP)calls on teachers,principals,and the
Department of Educationto ensure a smooth and
successfulstart to the 2018schoolyear. We are also
doing this as part of honouringthe memory of that
greatcommunistandpatriot, JoeSlovo,a great lover
of educationandideaswho passed23yearsago.

TheSACPcallson schoolgoverningbodies,principals
and schooladministratorsto ensure that there are
no barriersthat will excludepoor pupils in particular
from any public school in the country. We have
already received reports of pupils being denied
accessto schoolsbecausethey either do not have
school fees or required school uniforms. These
barriersperpetuatethe legacyof

apartheid education and undermine the struggle
for compulsoryandfree education.

The SACPalso callson communitiesto work with
their schools in order to ensure that effective
learningand teachingtakesplaceand that schools
becomesustainablecommunityresources.

TheSACPhasalsolearnt that water, electricityand
sanitation serviceshave been cut to a significant
number of schoolsbecauseof paymentproblems,
let alone many schools in rural areas and
townshipswhich are without these services. This
goesagainstthe right to educationgiven that the
availability of water, electricity and sanitation
servicesis fundamentalto a decenteducation. The
SACPcallson all local municipalitiesto play their
role in ensuring a successfulstart to the school
year by ensuring that water, electricity and
sanitationservicesareprovidedto all schools,
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